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Bitterroot National Forest Announces Selection
of New Forest Fire Management Officer (FMO)

HAMILTON, MT; JUNE 29,2007, --- Acting Forest Supervisor Barry Paulson recently announced the
selection of Rick Floch as the Bitterroot National Forest’s new Fire Management Officer (FMO).

Floch began his career with the Forest Service on a fire lookout in Oregon in 1970. He worked
in fire and timber programs throughout Oregon and Washington then moved to the Bitterroot National
Forest in 1993. He has been the Forest’s Assistant Fire Management Officer since 2003. In addition
to his responsibilities on the Bitterroot NF, Floch also serves as an Operations Section Chief on the
Northern Rockies Type I Incident Command Team. Floch is pleased with his new assignment,
explaining ““I have long respected the caliber of people working in fire management on the Forest and
in our County’s Volunteer Fire Departments. 1look forward to working with them during the
upcoming fire season, and in efforts to further improve our preparedness for future years.”

Previous Bitterroot NF FMO Jack Kirkendall has accepted a new position working for the
national Fire Staff Group but will remain stationed here in the Bitterroot. Prior to starting his new
responsibilities, Jack was awarded a prestigious national award, the 2006 Paul Gleason Award, in
recognition of his innovative leadership. “The cool thing about this whole deal is
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